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Topic Main books Writing outcomes Grammar objectives taught 

 Farther  

Grahame Baker Smith 

Main outcome – Setting 

Description (include pathetic 

fallacy, colour, mood) 

Short writing pieces – Book 

review, 1st person piece 

Oracy outcome- convey 

meanings clearly, based on front 

cover 

Modal verbs 

Expanded noun phrases  

Fronted adverbials  

Figurative language (metaphors, simile, 

personification)  

Poetry  Jabberwocky  

Lewis Carroll  

To be tied in with 

Shared Reading 

teaching of 

clarification to reduce 

time spent in English 

on comprehending 

text 

Main outcome - Imitation 

poem 

Oracy outcome – Performance 

of own poem 

Poetic devices (rhyme, alliteration, 

nonsense words, portmanteau Words) 

 

Egyptians Secrets of a Sun King 

Emma Carroll 

Main outcome – 1st person 

narrative (change of 

perspective) 

Short writing pieces – 1st person 

piece, conversation, TripAdvisor 

review 

Oracy outcome – Discussion 

about gender inequality in the 

early 1900s 

Direct speech   

Relative clauses and parenthesis (commas, 

dashes and brackets) 

 

 

 Stormbreaker 

Anthony Horowitz 

Main outcome - non-

chronological report 

Short writing pieces – 

Persuasive advert with 

rhetorical questions  

Oracy outcome – fed-in facts 

debate, persuasive adverts task 

Relative clauses and parenthesis 

Subordinate clauses  

 



Africa Journey to Jo'burg  

Beverley Naidoo 

 

Main outcome - Recount  

Short writing piece – 1st person 

reflection 

Oracy outcome – apartheid 

debate 

Direct speech revision  

Cohesive, linking devices 

 

Stand-alone (not book-

based)  

School strikes for 

climate change 

Main outcome - Balanced 

Argument 

Oracy outcome – Paired 

presentational speech, debate 

Fronted adverbials to link and contrast 

ideas.  

Modal verbs 

Space Hidden Figures: The 

True Story of Four 

Black Women and the 

Space Race  

Margot Lee Shetterly 

Main outcome - Newspaper 

report  

Short writing pieces – 1st person 

reflection, Book review 

Oracy outcomes – Group 

discussions 

Past perfect tense 

Relative clauses 

Direct speech 

Reported speech 

The Strange Case of 

Origami Yoda  

Tom Angleberger 

Main outcome – Opinion piece 

Oracy outcome – Giving and 

listening to advice in character 

as Origami Yoda 

Fronted adverbials to link ideas revision 

Richard 

III 

Richard III – A 

Shakespeare Story 

(A retelling of 

Shakespeare’s Richard 

III)  

Andrew Matthews and 

Tony Ross 

Main outcome 1 - Playscript  

Short writing piece – 1st person 

reflection 

Oracy outcome – performing 

playscripts 

Writing dialogue 

Main outcome 2 – Biography 

Oracy outcome – Princes in the 

Tower fed-in facts discussion 

Relative clauses and parenthesis 

Fronted adverbials 

Subordinate conjunctions 

Tudors Diver's Daughter: A 

Tudor Story  

Patrice Lawrence 

Main outcome – Narrative 

Short writing piece – Setting 

description using personification 

Oracy outcome – Discussion 

about gender and racial equality 

in Tudor England, Presentation 

about punishment in Tudor 

England 

Direct speech 

Fronted adverbials 

 



 

  

 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 
YEAR 5/6  
Reading Comprehension 

 Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

RC1 Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks 

RC2 Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

RC3 Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths , legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from our literary heritage and books from other cultures and traditions 

RC4 Recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

RC5 Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing  

RC6 Making comparisons within and across books 

RC7 Learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

RC8 Preparing poems and plays to read aloud and perform, showing understanding through intonation , tone and volume so that 
the meaning is clear to an audience 

 Understand what they read by 

RC9 Checking that the book makes sense  to the, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
RC10 Asking questions to improve their understanding 

RC11 Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences 
with evidence 

RC12 Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

RC13 Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 

RC14 Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
RC15 Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 

RC16 Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

RC17 Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

RC18 Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own 
and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 

RC19 Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, 
maintain a focus om the topic and using notes where necessary   

RC20 Provide reasoned justifications for their views 
 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 
YEAR 5/6 
Speaking and listening 

SL1 Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

SL2 Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

SL3 Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

SL4 Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

SL5 Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

SL6 Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic an initiating and responding to 
comments  

SL7 Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

SL8 Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of standard English 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 
YEAR 5 
Word Reading 

RW1 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English 
Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet. 



SL9 Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates  

SL10 Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener 
SL11 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

SL12 Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 
YEAR 5/6 
Writing Composition 

 Pupils should be taught to plan their writing by: 
WC1 Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar wiring as 

models for their own 

WC2 Noting and developing initial ideas drawing on reading and research where necessary 

WC3 In writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and setting in what pupils have read, listened to 
or seen performed 

 Draft and write by: 
WC4 Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 

WC5 In narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action 

WC6 Précising longer passages 

WC7 Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

WC8 Using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader (for example, headings, 
bullet points, underlining) 

 Evaluate and edit by 

WC9 Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

WC10 Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarifying meaning  

WC11 Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
WC12 Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when suing singular and plural, distinguishing between the 

language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register 
WC13 Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 
WC14 Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume and movement so that meaning is clear 

 

 

 YEAR 5 
Grammar, Vocabulary and Punctuation 

Word • Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes (e.g. –ate, -ise, -ify) 

• Verb prefixes (e.g. dis-, de-, mis-, over- and re-)  

Sentence • Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or an omitted relative pronoun 

• Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs (e.g. perhaps, surely) or modal verbs (e.g. might, should, will, 
must)  

Text • Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (for example, then, after that, this, firstly) 

• Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) and number (e.g. 
secondly) or tense choices (e.g. he had seen her before) 

Punctuation • Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

• Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 
Terminology 
for pupils 

Modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 Spellings 

Autumn 1 

Autumn 2 



Spring 1  

Spring 2 



Summer 1 

Summer 2 


