
 

 

Abbey Mead Primary Academy 
Year 4 Book Led Curriculum 2023 - 2024 

 

Topic Main Book Writing Genres Grammar Focus 

Rivers 

 

Autumn Term 

1 

Cinnamon (4 

weeks) 

 

 

 

Main Outcomes:   

Reflection/Recount 

 

Oracy outcome:  

Drama – describing 

physical features 

and personality 

traits of a 

character. 

 

expanded noun phrases. 

 

subordination 

 

fronted adverbials 

 

Iron Man by 

Ted Hughes (7 

weeks) 

 

 

Main Outcomes:  

Informal Letter (A 

letter from 

Hogarth to his 

friend about what 

he has seen) (short 

write)  

Character 

Description 

(7 weeks) 

Oracy outcome – 

Drama – conscious  

alley - How are the 

villagers/Iron Man 

feeling?  

 

Informal language 

 

Pronouns and alternative nouns for cohesion 

 

Similes and Metaphors  

(GD) 

 

Alliteration 

 

Expanded noun phrases with prepositional 

phrases. 

 

 

Anglo-Saxons  

 

Autumn Term 

2 

 

Beowulf Outcome: 

Recount: 

Newspaper report 

on the battle 

between Grendel’s 

Possessive apostrophe 

 

Comparatives and superlatives 

Past progressive 



mother and 

Beowulf. 

 

Oracy Focus – 

Interviewing 

Beowulf 

 

(4 weeks) 

 

Prepositional phrases 

 

Headings and subheadings  

Spring 1 

Amazing Art 

 

Harry Potter 

and the 

Philosopher’s 

Stone by J.K. 

Rowling 

Main Outcomes:  

letter of complaint 

 

Leaflet (Non-

chronological 

report / 

Information text) 

Oracy Focus: 

debate: should 

Harry be allowed 

to attend 

Hogwarts? 

 

Formal language 

 

Possessive apostrophe 

 

Present tense 

 

Paragraphs in non-fiction writing 

 

Spring 2  

 

Mountains 

  

The Butterfly 

Lion (4 weeks) 

  

Main Outcomes:  

Narrative with a 

dialogue focus. 

Oracy outcome – 

Book discussion  

 

Pronouns and alternative nouns for cohesion 

 

Expanded noun phrases with prepositional 

phrases. 

 

Subordination 

 

Speech  
Summer 1 and 

2 

 

The Vikings 

 

How to train 

your dragon (9 

weeks) 

 

Main writing 

outcome:  Advert 

 

Narrative with a 

dialogue focus 

 

Fronted adverbials 

Possessive pronouns 

Present perfect tense 

Expanded noun phrases 

Comparatives and superlatives 

 



 

 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 
YEAR 3/4 
Word Reading 

RW1 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English 
Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet 

RW2 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in 
the word. 

 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 
YEAR 3/4  
Reading Comprehension 

 Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by 

RC1 Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, play, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

RC2 Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purpose 

RC3 Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

RC4 Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends and retelling some of these 
orally 

RC5 Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

RC6 Preparing poems to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

RC7 Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

RC8 Recognising some different forms of poetry 

 Understand what they read, in books they can read independently by: 

RC9 Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explain the meaning of words in context 

RC10 Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 

RC11 Drawing inference such has inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justifying inferences 
with evidence 

RC12 Predicting what might happened from details stated and implied 

RC13 Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

RC14 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

RC15 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

RC16 Participate in discussions about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, takin turns and 
listening to what others say 

 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 

Oracy Focus: 

Performing and 

recording advert 

Alliteration 

 

Summer 2 

 

The Vikings 

Poetry (3 

weeks) 

Main Outcome: free 

verse poetry 

 

Oracy outcome – 

Performance of own 

poem  

onomatopoeia 

 

Figurative Language - Metaphors and Similes  

 

Adjectives/expanded noun phrases 

 



YEAR 3/4 
Writing Composition 

 Pupils should be taught to plan their writing by: 

WC1 Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar 

WC2 Discussing and recording ideas 

 Draft and write by: 

WC3 Composing and rehearsing sentences orally, progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of 
sentence structures  

WC4 Organising paragraphs around a theme 

WC5 In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

WC6 In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (e.g. headings and sub-headings) 

 Evaluate and edit by: 

WC7 Assessing the effectiveness of their own and other’s writing and suggesting improvements 

WC8 Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency including the accurate use of pronouns in sentence 

WC9 Proof-reading to check for spelling and punctuation errors  

WC10 Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear 

 

 National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 
YEAR 3/4 
Speaking and listening 

SL1 Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

SL2 Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

SL3 Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

SL4 Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

SL5 Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

SL6 Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic an initiating and responding to 
comments  

SL7 Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

SL8 Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of standard English 

SL9 Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates  

SL10 Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener 

SL11 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

SL12 Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 

 YEAR 3/4 
Grammar, Vocabulary and Punctuation 

Word • The grammatical difference between plural and possessive -s 

• Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms (e.g. we were instead of we was or I 
did instead of I done 

Sentence • Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the 
teacher expanded to the strict maths teacher with curly hair) 

• Fronted adverbials  

Text • Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 

• Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punctuation • Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech 

• Apostrophes to mark plural possession  

• Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

Terminology 
for pupils 

Determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Spellings 

Autumn 1 

Autumn 2 



Spring 1  

Spring 2 



Summer 1 

Summer 2 


