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Attendance

Weekly Message

We are looking forward
to a positive year ahead
of good attendance.
Regular attendance at
school supports children
in both their learning
and character development. Children must
attend school each day
to make the most of
their educational experiences. Holidays during
term time will continue
to be declined as per our
school policy. All absence must be reported
to the school office each
morning.

It has been wonderful to welcome back all of our children this week. Your children have been a credit to you and have demonstrated amazing responsibility
and resilience. Children have settled quickly into their new classes and have
picked up learning from where they left off.

Face Coverings
Current advice is that
primary age children do
not need to wear face
coverings at school;
partly due to their ability
to wear and use these
safely. We understand
that some parents will
wish their children to
wear masks at the beginning and end of the
day whilst being
dropped off and collected. We ask that children
do not wear masks in
class as these could
affect their engagement
with learning.

Two of our key drivers this term are set out below:


Daily reading—we ask that parents continue to support their children at
home with regular reading. Reading unlocks the curriculum and significantly boost self-esteem and confidence.



Oracy—we ask that parents encourage children to speak in English at
home where possible to promote conversational language

We also wish to thank our parents for their support this week with the new
drop off and collection points. These have significantly reduced the number of
parents at each entrance which has in turn increased the safety of our pupils
which is our number 1 priority and in turn allows us to keep the school
open. We are aware that allocating entrances for year group drop offs is a
change which we will all have to become accustomed to in order to keep our
children safe; there will continue to be staff members at each gate to answer
any enquires and to direct parents. We ask that parents come alone at drop off
and collection times and that they do not gather in large groups; remembering
social distancing. We will endeavour to continue working with you and welcome your feedback.

Communication
During these unprecedented times, promoting clear communication with parents is more important than ever. We will continue use a range of methods to
ensure we get information out to parents as quickly as possible. In order to
ensure information is accessible, we will continue to send updates to parents
through our website (www.abbey-tmet.uk), our Twitter account
(@AbbeyMead_TMET) and through our WEDUC app.
If you have not yet registered for WEDUC, please email office@abbey-tmet.uk
for a registration code. We regularly send messages and upload photos of
what children have been doing in school, so don’t miss out.
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School Uniform
It has been lovely to see our children arriving at school over the past two days looking so smart for the
new term. If parents would like to purchase school jumpers containing the school logo or require new
book bags; parents are able to purchase these directly from our supplier ‘Uniform Direct’. To view available uniform items, parents can visit their website at: www.uniform-direct.com
The company are then able to either post out your orders or you can alternatively collect them from their
store at 54-56 Humberstone Gate, Leicester, LE1 3PJ.

Edible Playground Project
We are incredibly excited by the installation of our new edible playground project. The garden will provide
our pupils with an understanding of how our food is grown and allow our children to nurture their own
vegetables and fruits.

Phonics in Year 1
Our Year 1 team have been very impressed with the children’s efforts in phonics this week. There has
been some fantastic segmenting, blending and sentence writing.
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Upcoming Dates


Parent/Carer Online Webinars —Phonics/Reading/School readiness for Reception—Monday 14th
till Friday 18th September



Jeans for Genes Day (£1 donation)-Friday 18th September



Parents’ Evenings Discussions—Tuesday 6th October & Wednesday 7th October—Further details
will be sent home in the coming weeks regarding these sessions though it is likely these will take
place over the telephone



Please note the correction in regard to half-term dates below and apologies for the confusion the
initial newsletter caused for children that were in on Tuesday and Wednesday last week.



School closes for half-term break - Friday 16th October



School opens for Autumn term—Monday 26th October

In addition, we will not be having a teacher day in January. As such, the children will return to school on
Monday 4th January.

Educational Visits
This term, we are excited to continue enriching our pupils curriculum experiences. We would usually be
looking to book exciting visits that help children to connect with the curriculum. Taking account of the
current complexities around this, teachers are busy thinking creatively about how we can enrich the curriculum here at school and in our local community. As part of our promise to deliver an outstanding curriculum, we will be subsidising all educational visits/experiences by 50% this year in order for all children
to attend. In addition, any child in receipt of Free School Meals will have the full cost of the visit covered
by the academy. If you believe that you may be entitled to free school meals but do not yet claim them,
please pop along to the office for more information. The office will also send home forms in the coming
weeks to assist with this. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 can also apply for a Free School Meal
Voucher in order to take up the opportunity of free educational enrichment experiences.

Music Lessons
This year, we will be continuing to offer our peripatetic music sessions to our
children through the Soar Valley Music Hub. Our piano teacher visits the
school weekly to deliver sessions to the children. These are charged at £13
for a 20 minute teaching session. We are currently booking our specialist
music teachers for the coming term. If you would be interested in sessions
for your child, please speak with the ladies in the office.
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Secondary School Admissions
Secondary School applications opened on Monday and close at midnight on Saturday 31st October 2020. For more information
or to make an application, please visit the Leicester City Council Website: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/
school-and-colleges/school-admissions/
If you have children in year 6 and require support with making an application, please contact Mina Savani at the main office
who will be willing to support you with this. Please do not leave it too late to make an application!

Term dates

